
Anna paints expressively and dynamically. Her 
Universe-inspired acrylic paintings vibrate with 
vigour and colour energy; they resonate with 
playfulness and with incidents and events not only 
related to colour but also to personal experience. 
They depict uncalculated traces filled with 
movement and changeability of the very creative 
process. These notations are a realisation of 
so-called action within the painting – indeed 
beautiful in its nature, with vivid connotation of 
emotions and impulsive expression of here-and-
now.  

Ula is working with oils, acrylics, ink, gouache, 
watercolours, alkyd resins, pastels, prints and mixed 
media. The colour, shape and the texture have 
an aesthetic and conceptual value creating the 
content in her artwork. The landscape captures 
the energy, light and the essence of the natural, 
reflective and often unhospitable environment, 
communicating her unique visual intervention, 
evolving and offering its viewer an emotional 
context and relevance. Her work is in private, 
corporate and public collections in Ireland and 
overseas.

Polish born, Dublin based pottery maker. 
The series of works shown in this exhibition is 
part of the “Flying Free” range. They are wheel-
thrown porcelain bowls sensitively decorated with 
coloured slips. Blues and turquoises portray the 
sky and the rivers. The inevitable and continuous 
passing of time is represented by spontaneous 
sweeping brush strokes. Freedom is illustrated by 
flying swallows, symbolizing joy and happiness. 

Joanna is a ceramic artist. Her ceramic work 
involves painting stains on bisque tiles prior to 
glazing and firing.  She describes the inspiration for 
her images of woodland as follows:
“Imagine walking into the woods, tall trees with 
smooth bark. Leaves so close to the sky that you 
cannot see single leaves, only a green umbrella 
over your head with little flashes of light coming 
through... That is what I see when I close my eyes. 
Nature, Life, Beauty”.

Pat draws inspiration from the natural world 
and explores themes of death and renewal in 
her work. She experiments with a process which 
draws out the natural dyes and colours of organic 
materials to produce unique prints. 
Pat expresses memory and the passing of time by 
layering the prints with stitching, text, drawings, 
photographs and wax-treated organic elements. 
Her artists’ books  express narratives of the natural 
world. This work tends towards the sculptural. 

Marysia is Polish, however she was born and lived 
a greater part of her life in Liverpool, UK. She is very 
proud of her heritage. Both, an artist and an art 
teacher, she has a broad and varied portfolio of 
teaching experience.
 Her current work explores the theme of nature 
using a range of mixed media, mainly focusing 
on images of feathers which have a spiritual 
connection to her.
Her work is in private and public collections, 
including the OPW and Meath Co. Council.

Inspired by personal experiences the work explores 
the space between life and death and represents 
the death of one life and the beginning of 
another. Concepts of transformation and rebirth 
are reflected through the context of the changing 
seasons within nature. Symbolism, combining 
natural landscapes and mythical creatures is used 
to represent key moments.

Vladislav is an oil painter and sculptor. Vladislav 
is originally from Lithuania but for nearly two 
decades he has lived, created and exhibited his 
art works mainly in Ireland and the UK. Purity of 
nature, the inexhaustible diversity of its colours 
and hues as well as the infinite variety of nature’s 
themes are the main inspirations for Vladislav. In 
the Earth to Air exhibition he presents art works 
where he amalgamates the three-dimensional 
space of nature into his impressionist vision of the 
surrounding world.
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Orla Kaminska is a ceramic artist having studied 
at the National College of Art & Design. Her 
diverse portfolio spans 25 years of experience 
in corporate, architectural commissions & 
participatory arts projects.
This collection is inspired by a study of insects for 
their aesthetic; the diverse forms & patterns found 
in their nature has inspired a series of drawings 
inscribed onto porcelain combined with metals & 
layered glazes. 

Polish born, Helena Johnston, began her art 
education over twenty years ago. She works in 
oils and recently in acrylics. In the past two years 
Helena has been studying at the Royal Hibernian 
Academy (RHA) School. Helena’s work “Provencal 
Castle” featured in the 2015 RHA Annual 
Exhibition, while her work “Road in Provence” is 
in the Office of Public Works Collection (2014). 
Helena’s paintings in the current IPS Art Exhibition 
were inspired by nature of her native Poland.

Edith is an artist who likes to experiment with 
different media, her current work in Pyrography 
and Ink was inspired by a visit to the Natural 
History Museum. Edith became fascinated with 
re imagining body fossils which include the 
remains of organisms that were once living.

Pyrography is the practice of burning an image 
onto a surface, also known as writing with fire. 
The technique is used predominantly on wood, 
her images have been burned into paper 
painted predominately in ink.

The Irish Polish Society 

Earth to Air
Opened by Dr Adriaan E. Waiboer, 

Director of Collections and Research,
National Gallery of Ireland.
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The Irish Polish Society.
20 Fitzwilliam Place 
Dublin 2   

www.i r ishpol ishsociety. ie

Mon              

Tue                

Wed               

Thu                

Fri                  

Sat                

Sun               

The Irish Polish Society has been working since 
1979 to introduce Polish people to Irish culture and 
to spread knowledge of Poland in Ireland. We 
organize a large number of cultural and social 
events in Dublin and Cork with an emphasis on the 
arts and workshops for children and families.
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